Toward Better Literacy: Reference Outlines @

How to Cite a Source in MLA Style (8" edition)

When quoting, paraphrasing, or summarizing anoth.er's work, there inust be:

An In-text Citation

% An in-text citation will direct the reader to an entry in the “Works Cited” page.
o “The citation of a shortened title with page number in parentheses follows the quotation, and
the period follows the citation” (How to Cite 1).
% A bibliographic entry or “artifact” in the Works Cited page is detailed according to the type of source.

A Works Cited Page
On a new page, set the indentation style to "Hanging." Do not skip lines between entries.

% Type the source's author(s) followed by a period. (If no author is given, skip this step.)
++ For one author, the last name comes first: Dimarco, Chris
% The second author’'s name is in regular order: Jones, Bob and Ben Hogan
<+ Three or more authors: Wi, Michelle, Natalie Gulbis, and Paula Creamer

®,

% For four or more authors, you can shorten the list with "et al.": Hope, Bob et al.

s A small part (article, poem, website section, or chapter) of a larger work goes in quotation marks,
followed by a period. Example: "The Best Moments in Golf."

s A large source (book, website, or periodical) is italicized followed by a period. Other information to
include will depend on the type of source. Commas instead of periods in the publication data.
¢+ For a book, give publisher and year: Pearson, 2008.
If just a selection is used, include the page numbers.
% For a website, give sponsor and date of last update (or "n.d." for "no date"):
Example: Columbia University, 2 Jan. 2011.
« For a journal, the volume, issue, year, and pages go after the title:

College Literature vol. 26, no. 3, 2003. pp. 161-70.
¢ Include any database name in italics.

+» Include the web address or the digital object identifier (doi:).
Example: <http://lonestar.edu/write-place>.

+ Include the date of access:
Accessed 14 Oct. 2013.



MLA Citations in Action

Satire is defined as a form of artistic expression "in which human folly and vice are held
up to scorn, derision, or ridicule™ ("Satire™). A necessary precursor to good satire, therefore, is
keen observation, an ability to recognize "folly" in need of "ridicule.” Kurt Vonnegut, widely
recognized as America's preeminent satirist, gained much of his unique worldview from his
experience as a soldier during World War Il ("Kurt Vonnegut on Science").

Vonnegut consistently espouses the idea that all people have dignity, regardless of their
position in society ("Kurt Vonnegut Biography"). However, he often chooses to communicate
this belief through characters and narration that would seem to disagree. For example, the main
character in Player Piano reminds himself that "mankind really had come a long way" since the
days of Edison (Vonnegut, Player 6), but the reader is left unconvinced. One of his most
memorable short stories is set in a futuristic world where "everybody [is] finally equal,” but the
protagonist winds up stripping off his government-mandated handicaps in the end, an action that
gets him killed (Vonnegut, "Harrison"). "Most critics, past and present, have . . . denied satire its

artistic character" (Deer and Deer 714). Still, few would deny that Vonnegut was a true artist.
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Examples of MLA-Style Reference Listings
Chu, June. Electronic Office. Southwest, 2006.
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"Noon." Def. 4b. The Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd ed., 1989.
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Access no: 12589874.

Little, Ron. "World Economy and China." New York Times, 22 Apr. 1903, late ed. (East Coast): B1.
JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/41403188.
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No publishing city
needed in 8" ed.

2" author's name in
straight order

When no author is
given, begin with the
title

Large works take
italics

Use pp. for 2 or
more pages.

Use “Excerpt from”
when part of the
work is reprinted.

Poems and other
shorter works take
quotation marks.

Use "et al." with 4
or more authors.

List the version last

A2+ is Section A,
beginning on page 2

Def. “4b" indicates
one sense of the
word.

An Access number
gives a location in a
database

“B1" here is the
newspaper section
and page number.

Editors normally
follow the book title.
Used “edited by..”

Give any publication
information the
database provides.



Journal Article in

Compilation

E-Book

Web Site

Page on a Site

Special Sources
Image

Film or Video

Interview

Govt. Document

Govt. Document

TV Show

YouTube Video

Tweet

Email

Review

Song

Miller, Annabelle. "The Perfect Robot." Science Fiction, vol. 26, no. 4, 1993, pp. 12-22. Rpt. in Twentieth
Century Literary Criticism, edited by Paula Jones. Vol. 3, Gale, 1991, pp. 218-19,
go.galegroup.com/ps/i.do?p=GLS&sw=w&u=nhmccd_main&v=2.1&id=GALE%7CA110727235
&it=r&asid=f5fe71f80453021744e0437¢c3950f58d.

Sweet, William. Kicking the Carbon Habit: Global Warming and the Case for Renewable and Nuclear
Energy. Columbia UP, 2006. NetLibrary. Accessed 14 May 2007.

Tate, Luke. Sports Today Web Page. Ed. Paul Corman. Texas State Athletic Organization, n.d.
www.tsad.org/sportstoday. Accessed 3 Aug. 2008.

“Macbeth- A Study in Pride.” Shakespeare Online, 20 September 2014,
www.shakespeareonline/macbeth/commentary. Accessed 15 Feb. 2015.
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